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ELA 8 Distance Learning Packet 
 

    

 

 
 

May 18 May 19 May 20 May 21 May 22 

Standard:  W.2, I.5, I.5.2, C.3 
 
Learning Tasks:  
1. Work on your project slides or 
pages. 
2. Complete a Project Reflection 
Journal entry. 
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Learning Tasks:  
1. Work on your project slides or 
pages. 
2. Complete a Project Reflection 
Journal entry. 

Standard:  W.2, I.5, I.5.2, C.3 
 
Learning Tasks:  
1. Finish your project slides or 
pages. 
2. Proofread and edit your project 
slides or pages. 
3. Complete a Project Reflection 
Journal entry. 
4. If you completed a digital 
version (
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Drilling reawakens sleeping faults in Texas, leads to earthquakes 
By Scientific American, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.24.19 

                                                                        
Director of public works Scott Passmore checks on a solar-powered seismic monitor installed by Southern Methodist University that records 
earthquakes in the area around Reno, Texas. With real-time monitors, scientists have linked a swarm of small earthquakes west of Fort Worth, 
Texas, to nearby natural gas wells and wastewater injection. In 84 days from November 2013 to January 2014, this area shook with 27 
magnitude 2 or greater earthquakes. It's an area that had no recorded quakes for 150 years on faults that "have been inactive for hundreds of 
millions of years," said SMU geophysicist Matthew Hornbach. Photo from: AP/LM Otero. 
 

More earthquakes have been shaking some U.S. states since 2008.  

Oklahoma's rate increased from one or two per year to more than 800. Texas has seen a sixfold spike. 
Most have been small, but Oklahoma has seen several damaging quakes stronger than magnitude 5. 
Kansas has seen more, too. 

Most scientists agree that the surge has been triggered by oil and gas companies that inject 
wastewater into deep wells under Earth's surface. The wastewater is created as a by-product of 
drilling. Often, oil and gas companies dispose of wastewater in this way to avoid polluting drinking 
water.  

However, some have suggested these quakes are natural. They say the quakes arise from faults, or 
cracks, in the crust that move on their own every so often. Now researchers have traced 450 million 
years of fault history in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. They discovered that, in fact, these faults almost 
never move. "There hasn't been activity along these faults for 300 million years," says Beatrice 
Magnani, a seismologist at Southern Methodist University in Dallas and lead author of a paper 
describing the research, published today in Science Advances. "Geologically, we usually define these 
faults as dead." 

Wastewater Injection Can Disturb Weak Faults 
Magnani and her colleagues argue that these faults would not have produced the recent earthquakes 
if not for wastewater injection. Pressure from these injections grows underground and can disturb 
weak faults. The work is another piece of evidence that shows drilling is responsible for the quakes. 
Still, the Texas government has not officially accepted the link to one of its most money-making 
industries. 
Magnani and her colleagues studied the Texas faults using images of the subsurface similar to 
ultrasound scans. Medical doctors use ultrasound scans to look at an image of a baby in the womb. 
With seismic reflection data, the images are created by equipment that generates sound waves. The 
equipment then records the speeds at which the waves bounce off faults and different rock layers 
deep within the ground. Faults that have produced earthquakes look like vertical cracks in a brick wall: 
one side of the wall has sunk down a few inches so the rows of bricks no longer line up. Scientists 
know the age of each rock layer�v  each row of bricks �v  based on previous studies that have used a 
variety of dating techniques. 

The seismologists compared images of faults in north Texas with images of other faults that have been 
active throughout geologic history. These active cracks are in the New Madrid Seismic Zone. 
It encompasses parts of Missouri, Arkansas, Kentucky and Tennessee along the Mississippi River. 





 

 
Tuesday, May 5th:   Use the text (�^���Œ�]�o�o�]�v�P���Œ�����Á���l���v�•���•�o�����‰�]�v�P���(���µ�o�š�•���]�v���d���Æ���•�U���o�������•���š�}�������Œ�š�Z�‹�µ���l���•�_) 



 
Wednesday, May 6th:     Use the text (�^���Œ�]�o�o�]�v�P���Œ�����Á���l���v�•���•�o�����‰�]�v�P���(���µ�o�š�•���]�v���d���Æ���•�U���o�������•���š�}��
�����Œ�š�Z�‹�µ���l���•�_) to complete one of the options. Answer on a separate piece of paper or submit as a 
discussion post within Schoology. 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 
The following claim is presented in the 
article: Scientists can study 
underground rocks to determine the 
frequency of earthquakes.  What 
evidence from the article supports this 
claim?  

What questions do you have after 
reading the text? How can you find 
answers to the questions? What 
experts or resources would be helpful 
in obtaining answers? Be sure to 
explain why the experts or resources 
would be appropriate.  

Who is the targeted audience of the 
article? How does the information 
appeal to their interests or 
professions? Be sure to provide 
specific details to support your 
answers.  

 
 Thursday, May 7th:     







Wednesday, May 13th:  Use the text (� T̂he Elves and the Shoemaker�_) to complete one of the options. 
Answer on a separate piece of paper or submit as a discussion post within Schoology. 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 
�/�����v�š�]�(�Ç���š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���‰�}�]�v�š���}�(���À�]���Á�X��
How would events change if the point 
of view was different?   

If you could change the ending of this 
story, how would you change it and 
why? Explain your answer in detail and 
support it with evidence from the text. 

Iden�š�]�(�Ç���š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���‰�}�]�v�š���}�(���À�]���Á�X��
What details about characters traits 
are learned from the point of view? 

 

 

Thursday, May 14th:     Use the text (� T̂he Elves and the Shoemaker�_) to complete one of the options. 
Answer on a separate piece of paper or submit as a discussion post within Schoology. 

Option 1 



��  explicit details 

��  implicit details 
 

��  multiple themes in 
a text 

��  theme 
development-
relates to 
characters, plot, 
setting 

��  impact on 
meaning  

��  impact on tone 

��  analogies, 
allusions 



��  verbs active and 
passive voice 

��  use verbs in 
indicative, 
imperative, 
interrogative, 
conditional, and 
subjunctive mood 

��  ellipses to indicate 
a break or 
omission 

Monday, May 18th: Work on your project slides/pages and complete a Project Reflection Journal entry. Example: 
Today I worked on my title page. I added ______ to my title page because...  *Your journal entry should be 3-5 
sentences. Complete it on the Project Reflection Journal chart or submit as a discussion post within Schoology. 
 
Tuesday, May 19th: Work on your project slides/pages and complete a Project Reflection Journal entry.  
Example: 
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